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courses.3 JSU advised students with 

scores below 43 to take a remedial math 

course. However, JSU allowed students to 

enroll in either remedial or credit-bearing 

math courses regardless of their scores. 

See Table 1 for breakouts of the 753 JSU 

students by their initial and most recent 

math scores.

As shown in Table 1, 153 (20%) students 

failed to meet the target score of 43 based 

on their initial math score. However, using 

EdReady resources, that number dropped 

to 95 (13%).

Of the 753 students with math scores, 694 

students took their most recent math test 

before the semester began. Table 2 

contains breakouts of these 694 students 

by their initial and most recent test scores. 

Of the 130 students who had an initial 

math score below 43, 40 raised their math 

score above the target score, indicating 

readiness for college-level math 

coursework. In other words, 31% of the 

students who did not initially meet the 

target score for math and then utilized 

EdReady’s learning path were able to 

achieve the score needed for credit-level 

coursework. 

Given the low-stakes nature of the 

EdReady college readiness system, it was 

important to ensure that math score gains 
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score gains. Therefore, whether students 

who avoided remediation by raising their 

math score were as successful in their 

college-level math courses as their 

classmates who initially met or exceeded 

the target score for lower-level, credit-

bearing courses was examined. Among 

the 40 students who raised their math 

scores enough to avoid remediation, 2�� 

enrolled in a math course that was 

consistent with JSU’s math course 

placement recommendations; 13 enrolled 

in a lower-level, credit bearing course and 

���� enrolled in an upper-level, credit 

bearing course. 

In lower-level, credit-bearing math 

courses, the 13 students who avoided 

remediation through raising their math 

scores succeeded at a rate somewhat 

higher than that of the students who 

initially had math scores in the 43 to ��9 
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77% of students (10 of 13) who initially 

earned a math score below 43 but raised 

it to the 43 to ��9 range earned a C or 

higher in their lower-level, credit-bearing 

math courses as compared to ����% of 
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based on their initial math score. 

In upper-level, credit-bearing math 

courses, the��������students who avoided 

remediation by raising their math scores to 

��0 or higher were not as successful as the 

students who had moved up from the 43 

to ��9 score range and the students with 

initial math scores of ��0 or higher (see 

Table 4). Students who moved up only 

one level – from the 43 to ��9 score range 

to the ��0 to 100 score range – fared as 

well as the students who initially had a 

score of ��0 or higher. Note that the 

percentages in Tables 3 and 4 are based 

on very small sample sizes and should be 

interpreted with caution.

Probability of Success

The optimal target scores for math 

placement at JSU were estimated using 
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recent EdReady math test scores (as well 

as the ACT© mathematics test scores, for 

reference) associated with a 50 percent 

chance of earning a course grade of B or 

higher in lower-level and upper-level 

credit-bearing math courses were 

estimated. Table 5 contains the results of 

these analyses.

A score of 43 was estimated as the 

optimal target score for the lower-level, 

credit-bearing math courses, exactly the 

target score used at JSU. Students 

meeting this target score can avoid 
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chance of earning a grade of B or higher 

in these math courses matches the 

standard that ACT has used for its College 

Readiness Benchmarks.4 Turning to the 

Table 1. Suggested Math Placement by Math Score

Tests N
Below 43, 

Developmental 
(N)

43 to ��9, Lower-
Level, Credit-
Bearing (N)

��0 or Higher, 
Upper-Level, 

Credit-Bearing 
(N)

Initial Test 753 20% (153) ��8% (5����) 1��% (����)

Most Recent Test 753 13% (95) ����% (������) ����% (������)
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Table 2. Distribution of Initial and Most Recent Math Scores

Initial Test Score 
Range

Most Recent Test Score Range

<43 43 to ��9 ��0+ Total

<43 90  ���� ���� 130

43 to ���� 0  ����4 ������ ������

��0+ 0   0 ���� ����

Total 90  ����6 ������ 694

Note: Shaded area indicates students who raised their math scores to avoid remedation and/or 
moved up from a lower math course category to a higher math  course category.

31% of the students who did not 
initially meet the target score for 
math and then utilized EdReady’s 
learning path were able to achieve 
the score needed for credit-level 

coursework.






